


fm 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Laura Andrews, (216) 707-2265, landrews @clevelandart.org 





Zarbang 


CMA’s VIVA! & Gala Around Town Presents 
Zarbang, the Percussions of Iran and Afghanistan 


“Amazing array of sounds...selfless joy...You didn’t have to be Persian 
to feel the tidal pull of the music.” — Los Angeles Times 


CLEVELAND (April 21, 2008)—The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) acclaimed 
VIVA! & Gala Around Town concert series welcomes Zarbang: The Percussions of Iran and 
Afghanistan on May 9, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in Murch Auditorium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History. 

Zarbang represents some of the finest percussionists from Iran and Afghanistan and brings its 
new evening-length concert, Persian Qawwali, to Cleveland. Featuring Sufi poetry and frame drums 
that create ecstatic trance states, Zarbang performs an authentically Persian combination that harkens 
back to the pre-monotheistic roots of Sema, while mirroring the nucleus of most Sufi ceremonial 
music from Morocco to Indonesia. 

Zarbang was founded in 1996 with the aim of introducing Persian percussion instruments to 
international audiences and combining them with percussive and melodic instruments from other 
cultures. Zarbang’s masterful lineup features Peyman Hadadi, Mehrdad Arabi, Behnam Samani, Javid 
Afsari, Reza Samani, and Morshed Mehregan. 

Zarbang’s strength lies in its ability to create a new sound by fusing together instruments of 
various cultures while staying true to the essence and origin of each instrument. Percussion 
instruments used by this ensemble include the Tombak or Zarb, the wooden goblet drum, Iran’s 
national drum, Naghaareh, Damman (a dual-headed drum used in the South of Iran), Gongs, Taas, 
bells and the Zarb-e-Zurkhaneh. In addition to percussion, Zarbang uses the hammered Dulcimer 
(Santur), reed flute (Ney), the bagpipe of Iran’s Southern coast (Ney Anaban), Shawm (Sorna), and the 
spike fiddle (Kamancheh). 


--more-- 


Pg. 2 Zarbang 

Zarbang’s sound entails the use of vocalization, melody and various effects in the context of 
percussion. Their repertoire of composed pieces and structured improvisations are dynamic, 
meditative and internal on one hand and ecstatic and trance inducing on the other with the latter 
drawing upon Sufi and ancient [ranian rhythms. 

Zarbang has performed and recorded at WDR Radio and Bayern Radio in Germany and on 
Belgian Radio in Brussels, and at numerous music festivals including the 2001 Vorde Music Festival 
in Norway, 2002 Persian Music Festival in Munich, Orientale Festival in Dusseldorf from 2005 to 
2008, and the Rhythm Stick Festival at the Royal Festival Hall in London. 

Admission to the performance is $35; $33 for CMA members. Special group and student rates 
are available. To purchase tickets call the CMA Box Office at 1-888-CMA-0033 or on online at 
www.clevelandart.org/tickets. Zarbang performs in Murch Auditorium at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History located at 1 Wade Oval Drive in Cleveland. Valet parking is available for $5. 


VIVA! & Gala Around Town 


The second to last performance in the VIVA! & Gala Around Town series is Masters of 
Russian Drama: The Gamblers May 22 — June 15, 2008 at Kennedy’s at Playhouse Square. Nikolai 
Gogol’s The Gamblers is a hilarious romp about a professional gambler traveling on a highly 
profitable con job. After stopping at a provincial inn where he believes that he is playing against local 
pinheads, he’s poised to pull off his perfect scam. Little does he know the kind of scorpions he’s 
dealing with. Gogol’s play is a brilliant study of the grotesquery of human avarice. Adapted and 
directed by Massoud Saidpour. Featuring Terence Cranendonk. Limited seating. 

The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic 
growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The programs are also made 
possible by The Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P. J. McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, 
The Anton and Rose Zverina Music Fund, The Musart Society and Margaret W. Wong & Associates, 
Co., LPA. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which 
includes over 40,000 objects and spans 6,000 years. Currently undergoing a multi-year expansion 
project that will re-imagine the museum, it is a significant international forum for exhibitions, 
scholarship, and art education. The Cleveland Museum of Art is generously funded by Cuyahoga 
County residents through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Additional support from the Ohio Arts 
Council, which helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the 
museum, its holdings, programs, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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